Immigration and Society

Spring 2025

Sociology 225 (920:225)
Latin & Caribbean Studies 224 (595:224)
SAS CORE Fulfillments: SLC, CCO

(THIS CLASS MEETS IN-PERSON)
When: Tues/Thursdays 2pm to 3:20pm
Where: Tillet Hall 264

Professor: Dr. Ali R. Chaudhary Email: arc249@sociology.rutgers.edu
Office: 132B Davison Hall. C/D Campus Links: Dept Website | Personal Website

Dr. Chaudhary’s Virtual Student Support Hours:

Thursday After Class.

Virtual Office Hour (Thursdays 12 to 1pm)

ZOOM OFFICE LINK
https://rutgers.zoom.us/|/6117486535?pwd=0Q3U2Y1d4eHYYREhVc39zZkKFUSHVIZz09

Course Description:

Immigration & Society is an introductory-level course that exposes students to
the vast sociological theories and research on international migration and
immigration in the United States. Immigration is and always has been a
controversial topic in the United States and much of Europe. And while
politicians often use immigration to mobilize their political bases, both
policymakers and the public tend to misunderstand the causes and
consequences of immigration. In this class, we move beyond news headlines
and political talking points. The purpose of this course is to provide a coherent
and comparative overview of social science scholarship on immigration as
several migration-related social processes. The course draws primarily on
sociology but given the trans-disciplinary nature of international migration, we
will also interrogate migration through the lenses of economics, politics, and
popular culture. Following our review of theories and concepts derived from
the U.S. experience, we will embark on a comparative examination of
immigration in the United Kingdom, Canada, France, and Germany, among
others.
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Some of the questions and themes covered include the following:

What are the determinants of international migration?

How is contemporary immigration impacted by history and geography?

What is the link between immigration and development?

How does immigration affect the economy?

How does race and ethnicity shape the immigration experience in the U.S.?

What causes migration and why do government often use immigrants as scapegoats?
What are the motivations and drivers of global migration?

Is “assimilation” realistic or even desirable?

What is the significance of citizenship?

How do immigrants contribute to the arts and cultural landscapes of the United States?

Learning Objectives:

1.

Apply a broad, sociological perspective to understand the causes and consequences of
international migration in comparative perspective.

Analyze how immigration can shape a person’s experience of and perspectives on
contemporary issues.

Compare and contrast immigration policies and experiences of the U.S., Canada, France,
Germany and the United Kingdom.

Gain an understanding of how international migration is transforming advanced immigrant-
receiving societies.

Gain a multidisciplinary perspective on pressing contemporary challenges confronting
academics, policymakers, and communities across the globe.

Write an argumentative essay that uses theories and concepts covered in lectures and
readings.

Course Readings:
All of the assigned readings for the course are available as PDF in the Course Canvas
Modules for each class meeting.

Technology Requirements: You will need access to CANVAS to upload assignments
and download readings and lecture slides.

You must also have a copy of Microsoft Word. All assignments must be turned in as
MSWord documents or PDFs. PLEASE DO NOT UPLOAD GOOGLE DOCS
(BTW, All Rutgers students have free access to MS Word)

*1f you do not have the appropriate technology for financial reasons, please email the Dean
of Students at deanofstudents@echo.rutgers.edu for assistance. If you are facing other
financial hardships, please visit the Office of Financial Aid: https://financialaid.rutgers.edu/.




SAS CORE REQUIREMENTS AND LEARNING GOALS

This Course Fulfills Two SAS Core Requirements and Learning Goals
Core Requirements: CCO, SCL

SCL-1 CCO-1

Our Common Future (CCO-1): Analyze a contemporary global issue from a multidisciplinary
perspective.

Social Analysis (SCL-1): Understand different theories about human culture, social identity,
economic entities, political systems, and other forms of social organization.

Other Fulfillments: This course counts towards the major and minor in Sociology

L Cowspsesmen

HOW TO SUCCEED IN THIS COURSE

Active participation and attendance are crucial to learning the course material. The in-class
lectures, your notes, videos, and the assigned readings are the most important learning
materials. | expect students to have completed the assigned reading for each class before we
meet for the lecture corresponding with the reading. I also expect students to attend class
reqularly, be on time for class and stay for the duration of the class. The classroom should be a
place for the free exchange of ideas, and students should act with mutual respect and use
common courtesy. | hope for, and certainly encourage, debate among students. | welcome
thoughtful discussion and critical thinking; but discourteous remarks will not be tolerated, and
disruptive students will be asked to leave. Students are expected to follow the Code of Student
Conduct, which can be found here: If you miss multiple classes because of medical issues or
personal problems, contact your Dean of Students. This office can help you manage these
issues and stay on top of your schoolwork. If you are struggling to keep up with material in this
course because of factors outside of your control (e.g. illness, financial aid, personal problems),
I can direct you to services at the University that can assist you.




Calculation of Course Grades

Your course grade is calculated by adding up the points you earn through two exams, one
argumentative final essay, and class participation. All relevant dates for the exams are provided
in the course syllabus. If you have a time conflict with an exam date, you must contact me in the
first week of class, to make arrangements.

Grade Breakdown Final Letter Grade Out of 100 Points
Assignments (6) 30 Points A 90-100
Exam 1 25 Points B+ 88-89
Exam 2 25 Points B 80-87
Final Essay 20 Points C+ 78-79
Total 100 Points Cc 70-77
D+ 68-69
D 60-67

F 59orless

Six One-Page Writing Assignments (5 pts Each/30 % of Final Grade)

We will foster active engagement with the readings, lectures and videos through small writing
assignments throughout the semester. After the end of specified weeks, you will write a one-page
reflection essay responding to a posted question/quote. Please go the “Assignments” and type
your response in Canvas and be sure to Submit by 12pm on specific Thursdays (see
CANVAS)

The writing assignments have several functions. First, they help me assess your understanding of
the material prior to exams. Second, | find that if students are allowed to think about the material
after lectures, it can help deepen their understanding and help with exam preparation. Lastly, the
writings will help you focus on learning concepts rather than the kind of memorizing random
definitions or numbers.

Two Exams (25 Points Each/ 50% of Final Grade)

The two exams will be a combination of multiple-choice questions, short answers and essay
questions. The exams will assess your understanding of the lectures and assigned readings

The mid-term exam will be open-notes and will count towards 35% of your final grade. The
tests are designed to assess your understanding of all materials discussed. The exams will cover
all assigned readings, lectures, and in-class videos. If it’s talked about in class, it might be there
in the exam. On the dates of the exam, be sure to bring your pencils and your RUID. Exams
start at the beginning of class, and finish at the end. You will not receive extra time if you
arrive late. If you arrive after a student turned his/her exam in, you will not be permitted to take
the exam. Make up exams will only be allowed under extraordinary circumstances with
approved excuses. Approved excuses include a medical excuse or family emergency that can be
properly documented (e.g., doctor’s note, police report, funeral program). If you have a
religious observation that conflicts with a scheduled exam, please notify me no less than two
weeks prior to the exam. University athletes with prior approval for events are also excused.



Final Essay (20 Points/ 20 % of Final Grade)

You are required to write a 4 to 6-page (double spaced) final essay where you will compare and
contrast the immigration experiences for two of the countries we’ve covered in class. You are to
discuss how and why the two national contexts are similar and/or different and how each country
is trying to manage immigration and integration This essay must be no shorter than 4 double-
spaced pages and no longer than 6 pages!!!

Additional Course Details

Recognition of Collective Challenges

In the last few years, we have all been going through a lot, individually and together. It is
important to acknowledge that events and circumstances outside of the classroom can impact our
ability to be present and engaged at any given moment. At Rutgers, we are focused on the whole
student. If, at any point, you experience anything impacting your performance or ability to
participate in this class, please reach out to me. Please also see the academic, health, and mental
wellness resources on the syllabus as well as others searchable at https://success.rutgers.edu/

for further support.

Attendance and Self-Reporting Absence:

THIS IS AN IN-PERSON CLASS! Students are expected and strongly encouraged
to attend every in-person lecture!! That said, attendance is not mandatory, and |
will not take daily attendance. However, | will take attendance a couple of times
during the semester to award extra credit points to students who regularly attend
lectures. If you expect to miss one or two classes, please use the University
absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/ to indicate the date and
reason for your absence. An email is automatically sent to me.

University attendance and religious holiday policies are at
http://catalogs.rutgers.edu/generated/nb-ug_current/pg1433.html

SAS attendance policy is at
http://sasundergrad.rutgers.edu/academics/courses/reqgistration-and-course-
policies/attendance-and-cancellation-of-class

Optional Masks in Class: With new variants coming out each day and the large class size,
students are encouraged to wear masks if they would like to reduce exposure to illness while
seated in close proximity to classmates.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-facecoverings.html
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CODE OF CLASSROOM CONDUCT

I expect students to be on time for class and to stay for the duration of the lecture. If you
repeatedly arrive more than 10-minutes late or regularly leave class before we conclude, please
consider taking an asynchronous course online course or a class that meets on a day and time that
work better for your schedule. If you must leave to use the restroom every class meeting, please
sit near and exit.

Our classroom is a place for the free exchange of ideas where students act with civility, dignity,
and an awareness of respect for one another. | welcome all viewpoints and perspectives.
However, please note that I will not likely tolerate nonsensical discussions of “alternative facts”
or inflammatory statements premised on purely anecdotal evidence. This class deals with
controversial topics that directly or indirectly affect the lives of many of your classmates so its
important to maintain civility and dignity when we have our group and classroom chats. | expect
to have class discussions that may at times become emotionally charged. These kinds of
discussions are necessary for intellectual growth.

If you would like to learn more about the University policies on this topic, please explore the
Rutgers Code of Student Conduct, for more information
(https://slwordpress.rutgers.edu/studentconduct/wp-content/uploads/sites/46/2017/05/
UCSC2016.pdf3)

Academic Integrity and Plagiarism

| take cheating on tests and plagiarism very seriously. Examples of plagiarism including paying
someone else to write your responses/essay or using CHATGPS. | refer all suspected cases of
cheating and plagiarism to the Rutgers Office of Student Conduct. | consider improper citations
and uncited paraphrasing forms of plagiarism. So, if you are unsure, cite everything just to be on
the safe side. All students must review the Rutgers University Academic Integrity Policy. Refer
to: https://slwordpress.rutgers.edu/academicintegrity/wp-content/uploads/sites/41/2014/11/
Al_Policy_2013.pdf.

Diversity Statement for Classroom Interaction/Discussion

The Rutgers Sociology Department strives to create an environment that supports and affirms
diversity in all manifestations, including race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, religion, age,
social class, disability status, region/country of origin, and political orientation. This department
celebrates a diversity of theoretical and methodological perspectives among our faculty and
students and seeks to create an atmosphere of respect and mutual dialogue. We have zero
tolerance for violations of these principles and have instituted clear and respectful procedures for
responding to such grievances.



COURSE SCHEDULE AND MODULES (ALSO SEE ON CANVAYS)

Assignments | Day Date Module | Topic
Tues 1/21 1 Introduction and Course Overview
Thurs 1/23 2 Social Science Approaches to Migration Studies
Tues 1/28 3 Borders and Categories of Migration
Thurs 1/30 4 Forced Migration and Politics of Refugees
Tues 2/4 5 Theories of International Migration |
Thurs 2/6 6 Theories of Intl Migration 11
Tues 2/11 7 Climate Change and Survival Migration
Thurs 2/13 8 Controlling Migration 12pm
Tues 2/18 9 Reading/Catch Up Day — No Lecture
Thurs 2120 10 Exam Review— No Lecture
Tues 2/25 EXAM 1 (IN-PERSON)
Tues 2127 12 Intro to Immigrant Incorporation
Thurs 3/4 13 Theorizing Assimilation
Tues 3/6 14 Multiculturalism & Transnationalism
Thurs 3/11 15 Economic and Political Incorporation
Tues 3/13 16 Diaspora Politics
Tues/Thurs 3/18-20 NA Spring Recess
Thurs 3/25 17 Immigrants and the Arts
Tues 3/27 18 Collaborative Hybridity in Jazz & Hip Hop
Thurs 4/1 19 Reading Day — No Lecture
Tues 4/3 20 Exam 2 Review — No Lecture
Thurs 4/8 EXAM 2 (IN PERSON)
Thurs 4/10 23 Comparative Migration Studies & MIPEX
Tues 4/15 Canada
Thurs 4/17 24 United Kingdom
Tues 4/22 25 Germany
Thurs 4124 26 France
Tues 4/29 Final Remarks and Essay Workshop
Thurs 5/1 Reading/Writing Day — No Lecture
Thurs 5/8 FINAL ESSAY DUE BY 12pm (5/8)




ADDITIONAL SUPPORT INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS

Learning Resources

Learning Centers: https://rlc.rutgers.edu/

Academic Advising for SAS students: https://sasundergrad.rutgers.edu/advising/advising
Online Learning Tools from Rutgers University Libraries including Rutgers RIOT,
Searchpath and RefWorks http://www.libraries.rutgers.edu/tutorials

Technology: Please visit the Rutgers Student Tech Guide page for resources available to all
students. If you do not have the appropriate technology for financial reasons, please email
Dean of Students deanofstudents@echo.rutgers.edu for assistance. If you are facing other
financial hardships, please visit the Office of Financial Aid at
https://financialaid.rutgers.edu/.

Learning remotely presents new challenges. For assistance with learning how to address
these challenges, please consult the resources available here:
https://rlc.rutgers.edu/remote_instruction

Disabilities

Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational
programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a
disability must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where they are
officially enrolled, participate in an intake meeting, and provide documentation:
https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/applying-for-services If the documentation supports your request
for reasonable accommodations, campus disability services office will provide you with a Letter
of Accommaodations. Please share this letter with me as soon as possible, and discuss the
accommodations with me as early as possible.

Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services (CAPS): (848) 932-7884 / 17 Senior Street,
New Brunswick, NJ 08901 http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counselingservices/
counseling/

CAPS is a University mental health support service that includes counseling, alcohol and
other drug assistance, and psychiatric services staffed by a team of professionals within
Rutgers Health services to support students’ efforts to succeed at Rutgers University. CAPS
offers a variety of services that include: individual therapy, group therapy and workshops,
crisis intervention, referral to specialists in the community, and consultation and
collaboration with campus partners.

Crisis Intervention : http://health.rutgers.edu/medical-counselingservices/
counseling/crisis-intervention/

Report a Concern: http://health.rutgers.edu/do-something-to-help/

Violence Prevention & Victim Assistance (VPVA)

(848) 932-1181 / 3 Bartlett Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901www.vpva.rutgers.edu/
The Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance provides confidential crisis
intervention, counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual and relationship violence and
stalking to students, staff and faculty. To reach staff during office hours when the
university is open or to reach an advocate after hours, call 848-932-1181.



